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B L O G 
Here at the Scottish Seabird Centre, it’s not only rabbits that are important at Easter. In spring, the wild world 

outside is filled with hustle and bustle, as animals from the tiniest wren to the bulkiest badger bumble, flutter, hop, 

swim or scuttle about their business. For some creatures, this is a time to stretch and yawn as they emerge from 

hibernation, and for others it’s time to carefully construct a nest, creating a protected place to lay their eggs.   

 

Have you ever seen a nest in a tree? Or perhaps on a roof or window ledge? Some birds lay their eggs on the ground, 

nestled between plants or camouflaged on the rocks. Other birds, like puffins, even lay their eggs UNDER the 

ground, hidden away in burrows that they dig out using their beaks and feet. 

A few weeks ago, I jumped on a boat to visit Bass Rock. Bass Rock is an island which you can see from the Seabird 

Centre in North Berwick and, in the summer, it is absolutely COVERED in gannets. In fact, so many gannets visit that, 

from a distance, the whole island looks white. Gannets are one of Scotland's largest seabirds. Even if you stretch 

your arms apart as far as you can, a gannet's wingspan is still much MUCH bigger than yours (up to 2 metres). They 

are bright white all over, with a jet-black tip on each wing.    
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Find out if you just upgraded to guru status by answering the following 
questions:   
 

1. Where is the biggest gannet colony in the world?   
2. What’s a baby gannet called?   
3. How fast can a gannet dive?   
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Gannets nest in a colony (a big group), and Bass Rock is the largest colony of gannets in the WORLD. If springtime is 

usually busy for wild animals, can you imagine what it’s like to be a gannet building your nest on Bass Rock? Talk 

about crowded! 150,000 gannets build their nests and raise their chicks there every year. Not only does that mean 

lots of birds, but it also means thousands of noisy neighbours and LOTS of fishy gannet poo!   

 

Luckily for any grumpy gannets short of space, these birds only lay 1 egg each year. They put all their effort into 

raising a single chick, looking after the egg for up to 46 days before it even hatches. When the chick, which is called a 

guga, finally appears, the dedicated parents look after it for as many as 97 MORE days before it is ready to leave the 

rock and take care of itself.  

 

When I visited Bass Rock, the earliest gannets were just starting to return, probably hoping to claim the best nest 

sites before thousands more birds join them. Some of them were resting on the rock and some were fishing out in 

the open water, soaring high in the sky and then plunging down into the sea like an arrow, at speeds of up to 60 

miles per hour! That’s more than double the speed that Usain Bolt can run on the track! By Easter time, lots more 

gannets will have arrived back at Bass Rock, where they will reunite with their partners and begin building their 

nests, ready for the busy summer ahead.   

Did you just become a gannet guru?   
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