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B L O G 

Ice-creams and flip-flops can only mean one thing - summer is in full swing! But whilst you’re rubbing 

in your sun cream, splashing in the paddling pool and playing in the park, what do you think all of the 

seabirds around Scotland are up to?  

For seabirds, summer is a very busy time - lots of them have hungry chicks to feed! But for the adult 

birds, a quick trip to the shop is out of the question. Luckily, the sea is alive with tasty food and the 

seabirds use all sorts of different techniques to catch the fish that they need.  

Gannets dive like arrows, head first into the water, swimming deeper to catch fish with their long, 

powerful beaks. Arctic terns are more dainty, hovering above the water before dropping down and 

picking fish off the surface. Puffins float on the surface like ducks, before plunging under the water, 

using their feet and wings to swim and their beak to catch fish like sandeels.  

When they’ve caught what they can, the adult birds head back to their nests, usually on islands or 

cliffs, to feed their hungry chicks. Like their parents, seabird chicks all look different. Often, they have 

adapted to have fluffy feathers which disguise them in their habitat (their homes), allowing them to 

blend in and stay safe from predators. This special adaptation is called camouflage and it’s really 

important, as a seabird chick can look like a tasty treat to animals like stoats or herring gulls.  

A female eider duck with 3 chicks. A  lesser black backed gull chick. 
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Show-off your summer seabird Knowledge  

Two fluffy gugas on Bass Rock. Bass Rock crowded with busy gannets. 

Although it’s famous for it’s incredible gannet colony, Bass Rock is also home to lots of other breeding 
seabirds. I asked Maggie Sheddan, who is the Ranger on Bass Rock, what the island is like in the 
summer.  

“At this time of year, Bass Rock is a busy place. On my last visit, we counted 13 new gannet territories 
(nesting areas), 6 of them with eggs. As it had been a while since we last visited the Rock, I expected 
the path to be filled with new nests, but it was clear. However, there were many freshly laid gannet 
eggs at either side of the path, and as I climbed higher there were signs that hatching wasn’t far 
away. Gannet parents have to keep a close eye on their precious egg, as herring gulls often dive-bomb 
in hope of stealing them.  

 

I spotted some herring gulls sitting on eggs and 2 nesting shags. One of the shag nests was colourful 
with fishing nets and litter, despite my efforts to clear away netting before the breeding season 
began. I also spotted kittiwakes, guillemots and razorbills, who will all hopefully have chicks by now. 
Fulmars were flying around, and I think I spotted 3 pairs of breeding puffins too!  

Despite looking high and low, no gugas (baby gannets) were spotted, but by now there will be lots. It 

will be very exciting to see the fluffy chicks next time we land - hopefully we can go back soon!” 

Find out how much you’ve learnt by answering the following questions:   
 

1. How do Arctic terns catch fish?  
2. Can you name an adaptation seabird chicks have to stay safe from 

predators?  
3. Can you name 3 species (types) of seabird that can be found on Bass 

Rock in the Summer?  

© Maggie Sheddan © Maggie Sheddan 


